§172

1942—Act Dec. 22, 1942, substituted ‘‘all present
should face the flag and salute’ for ‘‘the salute to the
flag should be given’ in last sentence.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 178 of this title.

§172. Pledge of allegiance to the flag; manner of
delivery

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, ‘I pledge
allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America, and to the Republic for which it
stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all.”’, should be rendered
by standing at attention facing the flag with the
right hand over the heart. When not in uniform
men should remove their headdress with their
right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the
hand being over the heart. Persons in uniform
should remain silent, face the flag, and render
the military salute.

(June 22, 1942, ch. 435, §7, 56 Stat. 380; Dec. 22,
1942, ch. 806, §7, 56 Stat. 1077, Dec. 28, 1945, ch.
607, 59 Stat. 668; June 14, 1954, ch. 297, 68 Stat.
249; July 7, 1976, Pub. L. 94-344, §1(19), 90 Stat.
813.)

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-344 inserted requirement that during
rendition of the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, all
persons should face the flag and men with headdress ex-
cept those in uniform should remove their headdress
and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the
heart.

1954—Act June 14, 1954, inserted ‘‘under God,” in the
pledge.

1945—Act Dec. 28, 1945, inserted ‘‘The following is des-
ignated as’’, inserted the period after ‘‘justice for all.”,
and struck out ‘‘is rendered by standing with the right
hand over the heart.” in first sentence, and inserted
sentence ‘‘Such pledge should be rendered by standing
with the right hand over the heart.”

1942—Act Dec. 22, 1942, struck out ‘‘extending the
right hand, palm upward, toward the flag at the words
‘to the flag’ and holding this position until the end,
when the hand drops to the side.” at end of first sen-
tence.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 178 of this title.

§173. Display and use of flag by civilians; codi-
fication of rules and customs; definition

The following codification of existing rules
and customs pertaining to the display and use of
the flag of the United States of America is es-
tablished for the use of such civilians or civilian
groups or organizations as may not be required
to conform with regulations promulgated by one
or more executive departments of the Govern-
ment of the United States. The flag of the
United States for the purpose of this chapter
shall be defined according to sections 1 and 2 of
title 4 and Executive Order 10834 issued pursuant
thereto.

(June 22, 1942, ch. 435, §1, 56 Stat. 377; Dec. 22,
1942, ch. 806, §1, 56 Stat. 1074; July 7, 1976, Pub.
L. 94-344, §1(1), 90 Stat. 810.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, probably means
chapter 435 of act June 22, 1942, 56 Stat. 380, which is
classified to sections 171 to 178 of this title.
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Executive Order 10834, referred to in text, is Ex. Ord.
No. 10834, Aug. 21, 1959, 24 F.R. 79, which is set out as
a note under section 1 of Title 4, Flag and Seal, Seat of
Government, and the States.

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-344 inserted provisions defining ‘‘flag
of the United States’ for purposes of this chapter ac-
cording to sections 1 and 2 of title 4 and Executive
Order 10834.

1942—Act Dec.
change.

22, 1942, reenacted section without

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 178 of this title.

§174. Time and occasions for display

(a) Display on buildings and stationary flagstaffs
in open; night display

It is the universal custom to display the flag
only from sunrise to sunset on buildings and on
stationary flagstaffs in the open. However, when
a patriotic effect is desired, the flag may be dis-
played twenty-four hours a day if properly illu-
minated during the hours of darkness.
(b) Manner of hoisting

The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered
ceremoniously.
(c) Inclement weather

The flag should not be displayed on days when
the weather is inclement, except when an all
weather flag is displayed.

(d) Particular days of display

The flag should be displayed on all days, espe-
cially on New Year’s Day, January 1; Inaugura-
tion Day, January 20; Lincoln’s Birthday, Feb-
ruary 12; Washington’s Birthday, third Monday
in February; Easter Sunday (variable); Mother’s
Day, second Sunday in May; Armed Forces Day,
third Saturday in May; Memorial Day (half-staff
until noon), the last Monday in May; Flag Day,
June 14; Independence Day, July 4; Labor Day,
first Monday in September; Constitution Day,
September 17; Columbus Day, second Monday in
October; Navy Day, October 27; Veterans Day,
November 11; Thanksgiving Day, fourth Thurs-
day in November; Christmas Day, December 25;
and such other days as may be proclaimed by
the President of the United States; the birth-
days of States (date of admission); and on State
holidays.

(e) Display on or near administration building of
public institutions

The flag should be displayed daily on or near
the main administration building of every pub-
lic institution.

(f) Display in or near polling places

The flag should be displayed in or near every
polling place on election days.
(g) Display in or near schoolhouses

The flag should be displayed during school
days in or near every schoolhouse.

(June 22, 1942, ch. 435, §2, 56 Stat. 378; Dec. 22,
1942, ch. 806, §2, 56 Stat. 1074; July 7, 1976, Pub.
L. 94-344, §1(2)-(5), 90 Stat. 810.)

CODIFICATION

‘“Veterans Day’’ substituted for ‘‘Armistice Day’’ in
subsec. (d) to conform to the provisions of act June 1,



